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Operation & Maintenance Instructions 

Instructions for Safe Use 

Safelift Travelling Girder Trolleys 

Types HTP, HTG, CTP, PT and GT 

 
Certification Safelift travelling girder trolleys are lifting appliances for which the following regulations apply - 

 The Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations 1998 require the user to hold a current 
Report of Thorough Examination.  This equipment requires thorough examination at least every 12 
months. Rossendale Group issues a Report of Thorough Examination with every new Safelift wire 
rope pulling machine and offers a re-examination service on site or in our works for the subsequent 
periodic examinations. 

The Supply of Machinery (Safety) Regulations 2008 requires the user to hold a Declaration of 
Conformity.  Rossendale Group issues a Declaration of Conformity with every new Safelift wire rope 
pulling machine. 

Training Operators of Safelift travelling girder trolleys must be trained in the safe use of the equipment, as 
required by The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999, The Provision and 
Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 and The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974.  
Rossendale Group provides training courses for travelling girder trolleys and other lifting equipment. 

Documents Instructions for Safe Use and Operating Instructions for Safelift equipment are available at 
www.rossendalegroup.co.uk.  Declarations of Conformity and Reports of Thorough Examination, 
including any ongoing periodic reports issued by Rossendale Group, are available at our SiteCert 
web site www.sitecert.info/.  Purchasers and users of Safelift equipment and Rossendale Group 
examination clients are issued with user name and password access to their certificates. 

SWL The Safe Working Load of Safelift travelling girder trolleys is marked on the equipment.  In certain 
circumstances the SWL may be derated.  The user must not exceed the marked SWL. 

Selection Safelift travelling girder trolleys are available in a range of capacities and with different wire lengths. 
Select the wire rope pulling machine to be used and plan the lift/pull taking into account the load and 
the configuration of the lift/pull.  Consult the supplier if the wire rope pulling machine is to be used in 
areas of high risk, exposed to the elements, water, steam etc, with hazardous substances, e.g. acids 
or chemicals, or subjected to extremes of temperature. 

 
Hoist The Safelift travelling girder trolleys are designed for use with the Safelift manual or powered hoists. 

Other hoists may be used.  It is essential that the top hook of the chain hoist sits comfortably in the 
lifting eye of the trolley.  The hoist must be tested and certified as detailed above.  The user must be 
trained in the operation of the hoist and must refer to Instructions for Safe Use of the hoist and the 
hoist Operation & Maintenance Instructions.  The user is referred to Operation & Maintenance and 
Instructions for Safe Use for Safelift Handchain Hoists RD460M and for Safelift Power Operated 
Hoists RD464M.  

http://www.rossendalegroup.co.uk/
http://www.sitecert.info/
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Safe Use This document is issued in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Health and Safety 
at Work etc Act 1974, amended March 1988. It outlines the care and safe use of travelling girder 
trolleys and is based on Sections 9 of the LEEA Code of Practice for the Safe Use of Lifting 
Equipment. This information is of a general nature only covering the main points for the safe use of 
travelling girder trolleys. It may be necessary to supplement this information for specific applications. 
 
ALWAYS 
• Store and handle trolleys correctly. 
• Inspect trolleys, blocks and accessories before use and before placing into storage. 
• Ensure the wheel profile is suitable for the track. 
• Check the trolley width is correctly set for the track. 
• Ensure the track is fitted with positive end stops. 
• Push rather than pull loads suspended on push/pull trolleys. 
 
NEVER 
• Expose trolleys to chemicals, particularly acids, without consulting the supplier. 
• Force or wedge the suspension hook of blocks onto the load bar. 
• Throw or drop a trolley. 
• Expose a trolley directly to the elements, water spray, steam etc without consulting the supplier. 
• Use a trolley with chipped or otherwise damaged wheel flanges. 
• Obliquely side load a trolley. 
 
SELECTING THE TROLLEY 
Travelling girder trolleys are available in a range of capacities with load bars/suspension eyes to 
accept hook on blocks or built into the block as an integral part. They are available with push/pull, 
hand chain geared and power operated travel. Select the trolley to be used and plan the lift taking 
the following into account: 
Capacity and type of trolley - load bar/suspension eye or built in block suspension arrangement - 
push/pull, hand geared or power operated travel.  
Type of block. 
Track size and profile. 
Consult the supplier if the trolley is to be used in areas of high risk, exposed to the elements, water, 
steam etc, with hazardous substances or subjected to extremes of temperature. 
 
STORING AND HANDLING TROLLEYS 
• Users will often remove blocks for storage leaving the trolley in place. They must be suitably 
protected from damage and corrosion. When removing trolleys for separate storage the following 
steps should be taken: 
• Never return damaged trolleys to storage. They should be dry, clean and protected from corrosion. 
• Store trolleys in a dry, clean area protected from damage. Operating chains, pendant power 
controls etc may be removed, clearly labelled and stored separately to avoid damage. 
• Trolleys should not be dropped or thrown down. 
 
INSTALLING AND COMMISSIONING 
• Follow any specific installation instructions issued by the supplier. These should be read in 
conjunction with the instructions applicable to the block and should at least pay attention to the 
following: 
• Check the runway track is level, has an even running surface and is fitted with positive end stops. 
• Ensure the trolley is set to correct width with spacers equally disposed about the centre line, that 
the wheel profile is suitable for the track section and anti-tilt devices are correctly set. 
• If the trolley was dismantled for erection ensure the parts are correctly re-assembled. Ensure that 
all bolts, nuts etc are in place and fully tightened. If end stops were removed ensure they are 
replaced. 
 
USING TROLLEYS SAFELY 
• The safe use of the trolley will largely be governed by the requirements for the block with which it is 
to be used but should take the following matters into account: 
• Do not use defective trolleys, blocks or accessories. 
• The trolley must be placed directly over the centre of gravity of the load. Under no circumstances 
must they be obliquely side loaded as this will cause them to tip, resulting in damage to the track or 
the trolley becoming detached from the track and falling. 
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• In the case of push/pull trolleys push rather than pull suspended loads taking care to avoid 
swinging loads. 
 
IN-SERVICE INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE 
• Maintenance may be combined with that of the block but should ensure that the trolley is clean and 
that moving parts are regularly lubricated. Keep the running surface of wheels and contact surface of 
track free of any contamination including lubricants. 
• Regularly inspect the trolley and, in the event of the following defects, refer the trolley to a 
Competent Person for thorough examination: wear; damage to wheel treads and flanges; insecure 
wheels and axle pins; loose nuts; distorted side plates, load bar or suspension eyes; damaged or 
worn hand chain; damaged controls; worn, chipped drive gears; illegible markings. 


